
 
 

Kristina Carssow of Austin, Texas, Named 
2016 Lowell Milken Center Fellow 

  
FORT SCOTT, KS – June 11, 2016 - The Lowell Milken Center (LMC) for Unsung 
Heroes in Fort Scott, Kansas, an international educational non-profit, has awarded its 
prestigious Fellowship to Dessau Middle School assistant principal Kristina Carssow of 
Pflugerville ISD in Pflugerville, Texas. Carssow will arrive in Fort Scott on June 26 for a 
week of collaboration with the Center. 
 
The LMC Fellowship is awarded on the basis of merit to educators who have 
distinguished themselves in teaching respect and understanding through project-based 
learning or who have the potential for this distinction. The Center selects exemplary 
teachers from across America and Europe, drawn from a variety of disciplines, to 
collaborate on projects that discover, develop and communicate the stories of Unsung 
Heroes in history. 
 
During her 12 years in education, Mrs. Carssow has taught middle and high school social 
studies, been a Teacher Advancement Program (TAP) master teacher, an English 
Language Arts and social studies instructional coach, and for the past two years a middle 
school assistant principal. As a teacher, Mrs. Carssow focused on incorporating novels 
into social studies instruction. She oversaw the development of an interdisciplinary unit, 
“Highway Across Africa,” which included five content areas and involved student 
presentations to a panel of judges from the school and community, and was the lead 
teacher for Connally High School's Freshman Academy. As a TAP master teacher and 
instructional coach at John B. Connally High School in Pflugerville ISD, she field tested 
research-based instructional strategies and lead weekly professional development for 
teachers.  
 
As an assistant principal at Dessau Middle School for the past two years, she has assisted 
in the school's focus on instruction by overseeing the social studies and ELA 
departments. She has also guided school-wide intervention, which has focused on closing 
achievement gaps. As a result the middle school earned 6 of 7 statewide distinctions in its 
accountability system in the 2015-16 school year. 
 
While teaching at John B. Connally High School in Pflugerville ISD, Carssow was 
identified as the 2011 Texas Teacher of the Year, a prestigious honor recognized at the 
national level for excellence in teaching.  Lowell Milken Center Executive Director, 



Norm Conard, said, Kristina brings a creativity in many diverse directions which is ideal 
for our Fellowship.” 
 
While in Fort Scott, LMC Fellows gain knowledge, educational resources and ongoing 
support to enhance their classrooms and help students cultivate a passion for learning by 
creating projects that initiate positive change. Fellows emerge prepared to develop 
Unsung Heroes projects with their students as they apply and evaluate the stories of role 
models who have changed the world throughout history. 
 
To schedule interviews or for more information, please contact: 
 
Norm Conard 
Executive Director 
Lowell Milken Center for Unsung Heroes 
1 South Main 
Fort Scott, KS 66701 
PH:  620.223.1312 
nconard@lowellmilkencenter.org 
www.lowellmilkencenter.org 
  
2016 Lowell Milken Center Fellow 
Name:  Kristina Carssow 
School:  Dessau Middle School 
Subject:  Assistant Principal 
12900 Dessau Road 
Austin, Texas 78754 
512-594-2600 
kristina.carssow@pfisd.net 
 
 
Kristina Carssow 
8th grade assistant principal 
Dessau Middle School 
(512)-594-2616 
"You cannot rise to low expectations." 
 


